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“San Diego—The Quest 
for Urbanization” 

 

Kevin Starr 
State Librarian 

Emeritus 
         
     The nation's foremost expert on 
California history, Dr. Starr will 
focus his historian's eye on San 
Diego in his talk to San Diego Ro-
tary.  California's State Librarian 
Emeritus, he is the author of 10 
books on California history. In 
2006, President Bush awarded him 
the National Humanities Medal for 
his lifetime of work as a scholar, 
journalist and historian.  A resident 
of San Francisco, he is a professor 
of history at USC where he first 
joined the faculty in 1989. 
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Richard Ledford 
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Sheraton East 

Grande Ballroom C 
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�� all this editor old fashion, but real 
heroes are really hard to come by.  I 
mean, how often has some leader in 
the sports world, the community or 

politics fallen off their pedestal?  Well rest assured 
My Fellow Rotarians, heroes are alive and well in 
our Community and we honored them today for 
the 16th time. 
     Today’s invocation was ably provided by Fa-
ther Keith Acker from the Sheriff’s department.  
The San Diego Police Department provided the 
Color Guard which was followed by the Pledge led 
by Sheriff Explorer Sara Barnet.  SDPD Detective 
Gary Hassen belted out the “Star Spangled Ban-
ner” accompanied by our own Joe “fast-fingers” 
Zakowski.  Our newest club member, Rodney 
Moll  was introduced by Dan Yates and Bob 
Myers performed the much anticipated and deli-
cate tie-cut operation on Beer-Man Chris Cramer.  
I mean… when was the last time you saw the Beer 
Man in a tie???  Jealous of the attention and with 
an incredible surge of support from the crowd (the 
Cloud 9 company tie is legend!), John Hawkins 
insisted that his tie also be cut.  For $250 he was 
clipped as well.  As someone at my table observed, 
Hawks just came up “short” today… 
     President Debbie introduced our Chair of the 
Day, Bob Arnhym, who never disappoints to en-
tertain.  Bob recited the origins of the “Salute to 
Local Heroes” program and it’s 16 year history.  A 
special award was presented to David Cohen, re-
tired Public Affairs Officer for San Diego Police 
Department who was a part of the original team in 
1992.  He then turned the podium over to SDPD 

Chair of the Day 
Bob Witty 

     Volunteers are needed during 
the Rotary International Assembly 
held in San Diego.  The spouses of 
District Governors from around the 
world will bring abut 1,500 books 
to San Diego which will be person-
alized by them, packed, and deliv-
ered to ten charities by District 
5340 Rotary clubs.  If you would 
like to help package books visit: 
www.rotary5340.org/registration/.  
This is a good opportunity to meet 
interesting people from all over the 
world and promote literacy in our 
area at the same time. 
 

 
GSE TEAM LEADER 
 

     A leader for is needed for -
the GSE Team 2007-08 that 
will visit Southern India leav-
ing Dec. 12, 2007 and returning 
on or about Jan. 24.  The team 
will be made up of five teachers 
from our district.  The experi-
ence for the team leader and the 
teacher participants is li fe 
changing.  Most of the total 
teams expenses are covered by 
Rotary.  You will live will local 
Rotarians and visit schools and 
cultural sights in their district.  
If you can take the time this is 
Rotary at it’s best.  You must 
be in good health.  The team 
leader application may be found 
o n  t h e  R I  w e b  s i t e 
(www. ro ta r y .o rg /ne wsroo m/
d o w n l o a d c e n t e r /
pdfs/260en.pdf).  Team leader 
interviews will be held on Feb. 
10 and applications should be 
mailed to Dale Bailey at the 
Rotary District office by Jan. 
31.   
 
 

M



JANUARY 
 

25  Ian Campbell 
 San Diego Opera 
 Sheraton West 
 
FEBRUARY 
 

1  Cliff Dochterman 
 Past Pres., R.I., 1992-93 
 Sheraton West 
 
8  Sweetheart’s Day 
 Sheraton West 
 
15  Editors Round Table 
 Sheraton West 

 
COMMITTEE 
MEETING 
 

January 
1 Classification 
 Spinnaker 1 
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John Wertz 
Marie Huff 
Jim Jackson 
Greg Noonan 
Mike West 

17 
21 
21 
22 
22 

 ROS 

     Jack Damson made up at the 
North Hawaii Rotary Club on the 
Big Island, Lewis Linson made up 
aboard the ms Zaandam while 
cruising along the Sea of Cortez 
and the Mexican Riviera, Tom 
Armstrong visited the Rotary Club 
of Alhambra and Jay Goodwin 
participated with Old Mission Ro-
tary Club’s Project Mercy (building 
homes in Tijuana).  

 

 ROS 

     A celebration of life for Dick 
Sturgeon will take place on Feb. 10 
at 3 p.m. at his home at 9384 Loren 
Drive, La Mesa 91942.  Please RSVP 
with his loving wife Joanie Sturgeon 
at 619.464.4377. 
     In last week’s Rotator write up by 
the editor, Linda Stirling’s second 
stock pick was GEN-PROBE, stock 
symbol GPRO. 

 ROS 

Chief Bill Lansdowne, Sheriff Bill Kolender , and 
County District Attorney Bonnie Dumanis.  Each 
took their turn to honor some very special citizens 
who performed some incredibly special acts.  Peo-
ple like Jason Bemis, Paula Stead and Jenny Pino 
who intervened to help save victims who were be-
ing beaten and stabbed, like John Fontaniai and 
Charles Moore who help bring robbers to justice, 
and Angel Rivera who cared enough about what he 
saw happening to a young rape victim that he 
helped identify the assailant and testified to ensure 
he’d be punished.  It was a proud moment for these 
women and men are heroes by anyone’s definition.  
The final award was presented by President Debbie 
to the SDPD Crisis Intervention Team.  This group 
of 80+ volunteers have been the “emotional para-
medics” serving victims of crime citywide since 
1989.  Truly they too are heroes for their unseen but 
vital volunteer service.  As we concluded the meet-
ing, we all left with a deep appreciation for the ser-
vices our public safety officials provide every day, 
and for those special individuals among us that no-
bly respond to the call to assist a fellow citizen in 
time of need. 


