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“An Inspiring Approach to 
Death and to Life” 

 
John Fanestil 

Author 
 

     A distinguished graduate of La 
Jolla High, Dartmouth College, 
Oxford University (where he was a 
Rhodes Scholar) and Claremont 
School of Theology, John Fanestil 
was from 1992-2005 a pastor at 
United Methodist Churches in Ca-
lexico, Los Angeles, Anaheim and 
La Mesa, California.  His much-
acclaimed book, “Mrs. Hunter’s 
Happy Death,” published this year, 
draws on both history and personal 
observations to impart 10 inspiring 
and spiritual “lessons on living 
from people preparing to die.”  �
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�� n our never-ending quest to evade visit-
ing Rotarians, the meeting was held at 
the Wyndham Emerald Plaza.  Paul 
Hartley, Jr ., in his never-ending effort 

to be recalled to active duty, led the invocation in 
remembrance of those to be honored by the ap-
proaching Veterans Day.  The Star Spangled Ban-
ner was played by Suzy Spafford and led by Dr. 
Dominick Addario , who is rumored to be heading 
to Washington because everyone is telling the new 
Secretary of Defense he should have his head ex-
amined for taking the job.  Wayne Raffesberger 
delivered the post-election news, causing many 
Republicans in the audience to lose their appetites.  
Wayne Goodermote advised the crowd that he is 
not Bob Filner (which will hopefully stop Juan 
Vargas from throwing eggs at Wayne’s house).  
Wayne advised of the dire need to find a host fam-
ily for the young man who is our Youth Exchange 
student from Copenhagen, for the time period from 
late November to February.  Jo Dee Jacob, winner 
of the “Names That Drive Spell-Checkers Crazy” 
award, donned a Santa’s hat and urged everyone to 
participate in the Rotary Auction on December 14.   
     Jerry Doran introduced a “skit” of Rotarians 
demonstrating how the new lunch line system will 
operate beginning in January.  I have not seen 
theater this riveting since Sir Laurence Olivier’s 
1963 performance in Hamlet.  Chuck Bieler was 
fined for promoting an upcoming 5K Walk in the 
Zoo.  Mike Rowan was fined for offering all club 
members $25 in free document shredding services 
by Goodwill Industries.  If document shredding is 
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     As of Jan 4, 2007, our lunch line 
will begin its new process.  Mem-
bers will no longer have to pay for 
their lunch with their credit card at 
the door.   There will be two scan-
ners.  One scanner for people who 
eat and have attendance require-
ments and a second scanner for 
those who have attendance require-
ments and do not eat. Each badge 
will have a barcode on the back.  
The badge will need to be scanned 
while the member selects their 
meal. Each member or guest will 
still have the opportunity to pay 
cash or check at the door during 
each meeting. 
     The club will now charge each 
members credit card either monthly 
or quarterly depending on the mem-
ber’s choice. 
     From now until January, the 
members who currently pay by 
credit card will need to designate 
which credit card they would like 
on file for their lunch charges.  At 
the lunch line there will be a form 
each member will need to initial 
and confirm their credit card pay-
ment option. 
     Members who have attendance 
requirements and do not eat lunch 
will use a separate scanner. 
     Members who do not eat and do 
not have attendance requirements 
do not need to be scanned. 
     More details will be provided in 
the next few weeks. 
 
AUCTION REMINDER 
     Deadline for auction donations 
is Nov. 27.  Be prepared to bid at 
the Dec. 14th auction! 
 
 
 



NOVEMBER 
23  DARK 
 
30  Scott Silverman 
 Second Chance/STRIVE 
 Sheraton East 
 
DECEMBER 
7  Jim Lehrer 
 PBS News Hour 
 Sheraton East 
 
14  Program TBD 
 Sheraton  East 
 
HOLIDAY PROGRAM  
 

     The Holiday Program Commit-
tee will meet at the Sheraton East in 
Marina 4 immediately after the 
Nov. 16th Rotary lunch. 
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a money-making proposition, I figure my kids will 
be millionaires in 6 months.  President Debbie Day 
noted that of the 120 Top Influentials named by the 
Daily Transcript in honor of its 120th Anniversary, 
15 are members of our Club. 
     Chair of the Day Joe Horiye introduced the 
speaker by saying that the educational program she 
started was responsible for lifting him out of the 
neighborhood environment of poverty and crime in 
which he grew up, enabling him to go to a prestig-
ious college.  Apparently he otherwise would have 
ended up flunking out of junior high (and then go-
ing to Notre Dame if he could play football).  
Speaker Mary Catherine Swanson founded the 
AVID program in San Diego, which helps under-
achieving students in public schools become pre-
pared for college.  200,000 students in 15 countries 
have been in the program, and an astounding 93% 
have enrolled in college.  16,000 teachers are taught 
the AVID system every summer.  The program in-
volves expecting high levels of performance from 
all students; eliminating remedial curriculum; pro-
viding tutoring for any student needs, and having 
students become responsible to AVID teachers for 
all the choices they make in school.  The AVID 
teachers are part coach, counselor, cheerleader, 
mentor, disciplinarian, and tutor.   Swanson intro-
duced a young man who turned his life around as a 
result of the AVID program, as demonstrated by his 
recent graduation from MIT.  More information on 
the program can be found at avidonline.org. 
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Jim Jackson 
send all mail to home address: 
3204 Ingelow Street 
San Diego 92106 
 
Gary London 
new business address: 
The London Group Realty 
Advisors, Inc. 
El Cortez Building 
702 Ash Street, Ste. 101 
San Diego 92101 
 
Chuck Nickel 
same business address; different 
suite: 
District Attorney’s Office 
330 West Broadway, Ste. 860 
San Diego 92101 
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     Do you play a brass musical 
instrument?  Colin Wied wants to 
organize a Club 33 Brass Choir to 
play at Rotary events.  Please give 
him a call if you play trumpet, 
French horn, trombone, euphonium 
or tuba, 619.338.4030. 
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