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“An Educational Success 
Story” 

 
Mary Catherine Swanson 

Founder, AVID 
(Advancement 

Via Individual Determination) 
 

     A high school English teacher 
for 20 years, recognized as 
“America’s Best Teacher” by 
TIME Magazine and CNN, Mary 
Catherine Swanson created the 
AVID program in 1980 to help 
prepare underachieving students for 
four-year college entry.  From its 
beginnings with 32 students in a 
single high school, AVID has 
grown, with Swanson as its execu-
tive director until her retirement in 
June, to serve more than 200,000 
students in more than 3,000 schools 
in 40 states and 15 foreign coun-
tries – a compelling success story.    
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Patti Roscoe 
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Thurs., Nov. 9, 2006 

Wyndham Emerald Plaza 

400 W. Broadway 

Emerald Ballroom 
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�� hat a lively meeting we had this 
week!  Gloria Penner adjudi-
cated debates on two of this 
year’s many State propositions – 

86 and 87 – the tobacco tax and the oil tax.  Cur-
rent polls show 86 even and 87 behind by 4% - 
with a prediction that fewer than 30% of eligible 
voters will cast a ballot.  Voting is a privilege.  Be 
sure you are part of that 30%.    BE SURE YOU 
VOTE!!!  Prior to the debate festivities, we prayed 
with George Jessop, sang with Dominick Ad-
dario and Suzy Spafford, listened to Bert 
Wahlen present the news, and watched President 
Debbie start the recorder.  Michael Wright  intro-
duced students from Clairemont High School and 
Tom Vecchione urged us to attend a showing next 
Friday, Nov. 10 at Mercy Hospital of the film 
“Miracles in Tula” at 7:30 p.m.   Contact Mary 
Louise Rath at 619.686.3564 for more information. 
     Auctioneer Bob Arnhym “sold” a New Year’s 
trip to Cancun and two tix to the Chargers/Raiders 
game.  Do you have anything to contribute to this 
year’s auction??  Fines were cheerfully slapped on 
Joyce Glazer and Herman Gadon – and we all 
sang Happy 80th to Natasha Josefowitz, one of 
Club 33’s first Fab Five women.  IMPORTANT:  
Please read President Debbie’s message re our 
Major Project included in this Rotator. 
     Prop 86:  In favor - Ross Porter.  Opposed – 
Jerry VanDeWeghe.    This proposition will raise 
the price of a pack of cigarettes by $2.60 and is 
estimated to raise over $2 billion annually.  New 
revenues will be used exclusively for healthcare 

Chair of the Day 

Joe Horiye 
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     As of Jan 4, 2007, our lunch line 
will begin its new process.  Mem-
bers will no longer have to pay for 
their lunch with their credit card at 
the door.   There will be two scan-
ners.  One scanner for people who 
eat and have attendance require-
ments and a second scanner for 
those who have attendance require-
ments and do not eat. Each badge 
will have a barcode on the back.  
The badge will need to be scanned 
while the member selects their 
meal. Each member or guest will 
still have the opportunity to pay 
cash or check at the door during 
each meeting. 
     The club will now charge each 
members credit card either monthly 
or quarterly depending on the mem-
ber’s choice. 
     From now until January, the 
members who currently pay by 
credit card will need to designate 
which credit card they would like 
on file for their lunch charges.  At 
the lunch line there will be a form 
each member will need to initial 
and confirm their credit card pay-
ment option. 
     Members who have attendance 
requirements and do not eat lunch 
will use a separate scanner. 
     Members who do not eat and do 
not have attendance requirements 
do not need to be scanned. 
     More details will be provided in 
the next few weeks. 
 
 



NOVEMBER 
16  John Fanestil 
 Former Methodist 
 Minister 
 Sheraton East 
 
23  DARK 
 
30  Program TBA 
 Sheraton East 
 
DECEMBER 
7  Jim Lehrer 
 PBS News Hour 
 Sheraton East 
 
 
ROTARIAN HONORED 
 

     Recently Bill McDade was in-
ducted to San Diego High School’s 
Wall of Honor.  Each year at 
Homecoming, alumni who have 
shown outstanding service to the 
community and/or gained recogni-
tion for achievement nationally are 
honored and their pictures are put 
on display in the Media Center as 
inspiration for current students.  
Congratulations Bill! 
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programs with monies bolstering emergency rooms, 
cancer research, and smoking cessation programs.  
Opponents say it’s an unfair tax on a small part of 
the population (14% of Californians smoke,) that it 
hits hardest those in the lower income bracket (more 
smokers in this group,) and that it will cost too 
much to enforce. 
     Prop 87:  In favor – Tony Rubenstein.  Opposed 
– Tom Tanton.   This one charges oil companies a 
per-barrel tax on oil they extract in California and 
makes it illegal to pass the costs on to consumers.  
The tax collection is capped at $4 billion, antici-
pated to be collected within ten years.  Monies will 
be used for research and funding of alternative fu-
els.   A new State agency of fifty appointees would 
be created to administer the funds, watched over by 
a citizen’s oversight committee.   Proponents argue 
that by creation of alternative fuels, Californians 
would become less dependent on oil.  Opponents 
say it will lead to a reduction of revenue for Califor-
nia when oil companies go elsewhere for produc-
tion.  They also argue that oil companies will find a 
way to absorb costs by raising prices at the pump.   
     Thank you, Gloria, for bringing two important 
issues to our Club.   The program created a lively 
discussion not only on the dais but among those 
Rotarians in attendance – and made us all a little 
wiser about our voting choices.  
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Tom Gable 
New Company name/address: 
Gable PR 
3160 Camino del Rio South, 
Suite B-103 
San Diego 92108 
Ph.: 1.877.251.3888 
FX: 1.858.259.8201 
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     Jack Damson recently made up 
at the Rotary Club of  Boise, ID, 
Mike West visited the Rotary Club 
of Pantano-Tucson, AZ and Rick 
Richards broke bread with the Ro-
tary Club of Bozeman, MT. 
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A host family is needed for our 
Youth Exchange student, Gustav 
Mortensen, a sixteen year old from 
Copenhagen who is a Junior at 
Francis Parker.  Share your home, 
expand your family, and build a 
life-long friendship with this won-
derful young man.  Hosting period 
is for approximately 3 months, 
commencing in late November.  
For more information, please con-
tact Wayne Goodermote. 



MAJOR COMMUNITY PROJECT 
OUTCOME OF THE VOTE 

 
WE HAVE ALL BEEN WAITING TO HEAR THE RESULTS OF THE VOTING ON THE MAJOR 
COMMUNITY PROJECT AND I WANT TO THANK YOU FOR YOUR PATIENCE. 
 
I RECEIVED THE INFORMATION AND WAS ABLE TO PRESENT THE RESULTS TO THE BOARD 
ON FRIDAY LAST WEEK.  A TOTAL OF 270 BALLOTS WERE RECEIVED BY MOSS ADAMS BY 
THE DEADLINE OF OCTOBER 9TH.  OF THOSE 270 VOTES: 
 
THE San Diego ROTARY ENTERPRISE VILLAGE CENTER AND NON-PROFIT SHOP RECEIVED 
30%. 
 
THE ROTARY/UCSD MOBILE HEALTH CLINIC AND THE San Diego ROTARY CENTENNIAL 
EDUCATION CENTER EACH RECEIVED 21%. 
 
THE REMAINING 28% OF THE VOTES WENT TO SELECTION OF NONE OF THE ABOVE. 
 
AS WAS ANNOUNCED BEFORE THE VOTE WAS TAKEN, THE BOARD FELT IN ORDER FOR 
ONE OF THE PROJECTS TO BECOME THE CLUB’S MAJOR PROJECT, IT MUST HAVE THE 
OVERWHELMING SUPPORT OF THE CLUB BY WAY OF A 60% MANDATE OF THOSE ROTARI-
ANS VOTING. 
 
THE ENTHUSIASM SHOWN AND THE NUMBER OF VOTES CAST HAS VERIFIED THE OUT-
COME OF THE STRATEGIC PLAN – IT HAS SHOWN WE WANT A MAJOR COMMUNITY PRO-
JECT -- BUT WE HAVEN’T YET FOUND IT.   
 
THE BOARD AND THE STEERING COMMITTEE ARE PROFOUNDLY GRATEFUL TO ALL OF 
YOU.  WE THANK YOU FOR YOUR ENTHUSIASM, YOUR DEDICATION AND THE TIME EACH 
OF YOU GAVE TO YOUR INDIVIDUAL PROJECTS.  I KNOW A LOT OF LOVE FOR YOUR PRO-
JECT IS MIXED IN THERE TOO AND I FEEL THAT. 
 
THE BOARD KNOWS WE HAVE ALL LEARNED A LOT FROM THIS PROCESS AND WHAT WE 
HAVE GAINED WILL BE VALUABLE AS WE MOVE FORWARD. 
 
WE ARE GOING TO EXAMINE THE PROCESS, INCLUDING INPUT FROM REPRESENTATIVES 
OF THE 3 PROJECTS.  ALL 3 OF THE PROJECTS HAD IDENTIFIED PARTNERS IN THE COMMU-
NITY.  I THINK PARTNERING IS AN ESSENTIAL INGREDIENT AND WILL BE A SIGNIFICANT 
ELEMENT OF ANY FUTURE PROJECT - - AN ELEMENT WE DON’T WANT TO LOSE SIGHT OF.  I 
CONGRATULATE EACH OF THE GROUPS FOR RECOGNIZING THAT. 
 
OUR GOAL CONTINUES TO BE - TO HAVE A MAJOR COMMUNITY PROJECT - THAT WILL 
HAVE A SIGNIFICANT IMPACT ON OUR COMMUNITY – IN PLACE BY 2008 TO BE COMPLETED 
FOR OUR CENTENIAL CELEBRATION IN 2011.  LOOK FOR UPDATES AS WE MOVE FORWARD 
 
AGAIN, MY SINCERE THANKS TO ALL OF YOU WHO PARTICIPATED. 
 
DEBBIE DAY, 
PRESIDENT 
 


