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“What's going on in 
Sacramento, an Insiders View” 

 

 Dan Walters         
 

     Dan Walters has been a journal-
ist for more than 40 years, spending 
all but a few of those years working 
for California newspapers. At one 
point in his career, he was the na-
tion's youngest daily newspaper 
editor at age 22. 
     He joined The Sacramento Un-
ion's Capitol bureau in 1975 and 
later became the Union's Capitol 
bureau chief. In 1981, Mr. Walters 
began writing the state's only daily 
newspaper column devoted to Cali-
fornia political, economic and so-
cial events. 
     Dan has written more than 6,000 
columns about California and its 
politics and his column now ap-
pears in more than 50 California 
newspapers. 
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Larry Clapper 
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 Thursday 

January 31, 2008 

Sheraton East 

Pavilion 

�� resident Geri called the meeting to 
order promptly at 12:30 and gave 
Scott Alevy the podium to inspire us 
with a story of a true friend who, 

although not a Rotarian, helped him understand the 
greater humanitarian principles of the Four-Way 
Test.  With Joe Zakowski accompanying on the 
piano, Steve Hubbard led us in America the 
Beautiful. Professional news reporter Bert 
Whalen gave us the news. 
     Kevin Ward  introduced three students and an 
advisor from Garfield High School, an alternative 
school with about 400 students. With unexpected 
changes of students expected to attend, Kevin very 
ably and professionally introduced those in atten-
dance with their Rotarian sponsors. 
     Susan Snow introduced the first of two new 
members.  Dennis Kenneally is a retired Army 
major general who was appointed to two state-
wide positions by Governor Schwarzenegger, has 
worked under both Colin Powell and Casper 
Weinberger, and is now a consultant.  His classifi-
cation is “Management Consultant-Workouts & 
Turnarounds”.  Craig Nelson then introduced new 
member, his friend Rick McElvain , who special-
izes in finding unused R & D tax credits for his 
clients. Rick met his wife, who is Danish, in Saudi 
Arabia. His classification is “Tax Credits-R&D”.  
During his introduction, Pres. Geri’s acute sense of 
hearing and laser like eyesight picked up on Rudi 
Brewster’s ringing cell phone.  Our beloved hon-
orable Rudi took the $500 fine like a man. 
     Dick Troncone presented two Paul Harris Fel-
lowships to Keith McKenzie.  He then gave one 

 ROS 

     The Rotary International Con-
vention will take place in Los An-
geles from June 13-18 and our Dis-
trict 5340 is one of seven of the 
host districts.  Rotarians can learn 
about strengthening clubs and iden-
tifying service and fellowship op-
portunities by attending an RI Con-
vention and listening to speakers, 
participating in workshops, visiting  
the Club and District Projects Exhi-
bition, and talking to fellow Rotari-
ans and other members of the fam-
ily of Rotary. 
     During the meeting, you’ll ex-
perience the international nature of 
Rotary.  Expect to encounter Ro-
tarians and guests from all over the 
world, united in the spirit of Rotary 
and the ideal of service.  For more 
information visit rotary2008.com/. 
 
 
DISTRICT COUNCIL 
VALENTINE DINNER 
     At a loss for romancing your 
favorite baby girl or appealing boy 
toy?  Bring that special person to 
spend a fanciful evening that will 
indulge your most romantic senti-
ments with District Council Presi-
dent Steve Hamann and Co., on 
Tuesday, Feb. 12 at the La Jolla 
Marriott.  The evening is promised 
to be an extravaganza.  Steve’s also 
looking for enterprising Rotarians 
who would like to donate raffle 
items to a great cause (a food tun-
nel in South Africa), and get their 
business names in front of 300+ 
perspective customers.  For more 
information, call K. Muslusky at 
858.693.7380 or email. 
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Chair of the Day 
Ben Clay 



WHO DUNNIT? 

each to Ramona Walker, Bruce Blakley, and 
Chip Goodwin. Thank you all for your generosity 
in supporting Rotary. 
     Mari Lyn Salvador cluttered the tables with 
flyers touting the Copper Age Exhibit at the Mu-
seum of Man.  This is a fabulous exhibit of six 
thousand year old objects that will be on display 
through Feb 4.  Mari Lyn graciously accepted her 
$250 fine from Pres. Geri that will benefit Club 33.   
     Past President Patti Roscoe reminded us to in-
vite our sweethearts (AKA love partners-you had to 
be there) Valentine’s Day luncheon, Feb. 14.  Yes, 
Valentine’s Day is on a Thursday this year and the 
program will hark back to the old days featuring 
flowers, romance, chocolates, and beautiful music.  
Please RSVP with the Rotary office ASAP if you 
plan to bring a guest. 
     Bruce Hunt our new Executive Director intro-
duced Administrative Assistant Margaret Kaufman, 
our latest addition to Club 33 staff, who will be 
handling luncheon reservations, membership and 
attendance duties. Welcome Margaret.  He also 
introduced Mary Ruth Carleton, his wife, who 
wanted to see why Bruce was having so much fun 
at work.  Mary Ruth is the Vice-president of Uni-
versity Relations and Development at SDSU.  
 
     President Geri introduced Past President and 
Chair of the Day G. T. Frost, who in turn welcomed 
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FEBRUARY 
7  Chet Lathrop Day 
 Retirement Party 
 Sheraton West 
 
14 Valentine’s Day 
 Sheraton East 
 
21  Doug Wilson 
 Growth of San Diego’s 
 Downtown 
 Sheraton East 
 
28  Kati Haycock 
 Education Advocate 
 
 
MARCH 
7  Voices for Children 
 Location TBA 
  
 
COMMITTEE 
MEETINGS 
Jan. 24 Hoover Interact 
 Pavilion 
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WHO DUNNIT? 

the visiting Rotarians. The lucky 
Rotarian from New Mexico went 
home with a white maple key chain 
and a pint of special packed north-
ern sugar maple syrup from Frost 
Hardwood Lumber Company.  G. 
T. then introduced our speaker, 
Susan Arnout Smith, who told us 
about her new mystery book, The 
Timer Game, which is set in San 
Diego.  Susan is part of the Frost 
dynasty.  She had great fun de-
scribing the process of writing a 
thriller.  She likened it to putting 
an octopus to bed—just when you 
think everything is under control 
an arm pops out. If you change one 
detail, eight others need to be cor-
rected.  Her book is being reviewed 
by Hollywood producers for a pos-
sible screenplay and can be found 
on the web at thetimergame.com.  
     Larry Stirling  ended the Q&A 
with a question that would delight 
any author, “How can I buy your 
book?”  Susan graciously auto-
graphed books at the end of the 
meeting.  See you next week! 
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THROUGH THE LOOKING GLASS 

 
This Week by Bruce A. Hunt, Executive Director 
 
“What’s the Large Club Conference?”  That was my question when Stan Hartman told 
me that I should hop on a Southwest flight and jet to Sacramento with him over the past 
weekend. 
 
Many of you may know that the Large Club Conference (LCC) is a 2 ½ -3 day meeting of 
the President-Elects and Executive Directors from the clubs that have membership greater 
than 200.  About 50 clubs sent representatives to the first meeting to include all large 
clubs in North America in 20 years.  Usually, there is an East Club meeting and a West 
Club meeting, but Sacramento hosted everyone. 
 
It took a lot of preparation, about 15 months according to the leaders of the Sacramento 
clubs.  The clubs from the district provided volunteers to serve as guides, sergeants-at-
arms, speakers, dinner hosts, moderators, MC, whatever it took to put on a conference at 
the Hyatt Regency at Capitol Park. 
 
Stan and I met many President-elects and Executive Directors and talked with them about 
the same opportunities that face all of our clubs.  We also received a cornucopia of data 
derived from the club survey.  Club 33 currently has the 4th largest membership according 
to the survey results.  We rank midway in the pack when it comes to % of membership 
who attend the weekly meeting at 44.5%.  The new member demographics revealed that 
only 2% of our incoming members are less than 40 years old. 
 
We also heard from speakers on topics such as “The Power of Full Engagement”; the re-
sults of the RI Foundation grants; the creativity and productivity benefits of laughter; 
leadership, motivation and nonprofit management; and dealing with change in a tradi-
tional organization. 
 
LCC was a great opportunity to learn how fellow Rotarians serve their clubs to help them 
be the best they can be.  In 2009, Oklahoma City hosts the LCC and Dick Troncone and I 
look forward to that conference. 

 


