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“The Holiday Bowl” 
 

Bruce Binkowski 
Executive Director 

Pacific Holiday Bowl 
 

Phil McConkey 
M.V.P. Holiday Bowl 1978 

 

     December 27, the 30th edition of 
the Pacific Life Holiday Bowl will 
be played, featuring Arizona State 
University and the University of 
Texas. Executive Director of the 
Pacific Holiday Bowl, Bruce Bin-
kowski, will speak, bring some 
video highlights, and he will be 
joined by Navy graduate Phil 
McConkey.  McConkey played 
several years in the NFL and was 
the Most Valuable Player of the 
inaugural Holiday Bowl in 1978. 
  

 

 
 
Editor: 
Steve Hubbard 

Continued on page 2 

 Thursday 

December 13, 2007 

Sheraton East 

Pavilion 

�� he weather was not quite perfect as 
the next winter storm is on the way. 
However, there was a storm of bid-
ding going on in the Sheraton. This 

was the big day – the annual auction. We raised 
money for the Diana Venable Scholarship Fund 
and Rotarians again proved how generous they can 
be. We walked into the ballroom with tables of 
champagne and wonderful and interesting items on 
display for the  “silent auction”. More on that to 
come. 
     President Geri brought us to order and had 
Neil Larson give us an Inspirational Moment. 
With tomorrow being the commemoration of the 
attack on Pearl Harbor, Neil tied in reflections on 
the WWII times with our present challenges. Jack 
Anthony and Greg Zinser led us in “God Bless 
America” and Bert Wahlen followed with the 
news concluding with an especially good zinger 
aimed at Washington, D.C. Pres. Geri invited us all 
to the bash next month to celebrate Chet 
Lathrop’s retirement party on Jan. 12. She then 
reminded us that time is about up to RSVP for the 
Holiday Party at her home this Saturday. 
     Patti Roscoe was recognized for selling her 
firm last month. After 26 years of innovation and 
industry leadership PRA is going global! Patti very 
graciously donated $100 per year ($2,600!) for our 
Scholarship Fund.  Thanks, so much, Patti! 
     Favorite Sailor Captain Jo Dee Jacob was 
Chair of the Day as well as Chair of the Auction 
Committee. It was Jo Dee who led the group in the 
wonderful auction we had today. Her first task at 
this meeting however was to introduce our 

 ROS 

     The Fish Across the Border 
weekend will take place on Friday, 
Jan. 4, 2008.  We will all drive 
down to the Hotel Coral just north 
of Ensenada.  The Ensenada Rotary 
Club will meet us about 5-6 PM 
and we will follow them to a ware-
house where we will help them fill 
food bags with staple food items, 
including canned tuna.  On Sat. Jan. 
5th, we will meet the Ensenada Ro-
tarians for breakfast at the San 
Nicholas Hotel, and then we will 
split up and go out into the poorer 
areas of Ensenada to distribute the 
food bags to families that have been 
pre-selected.  That afternoon we 
will enjoy a fiesta at the home of 
long-time Ensenada Rotarian Dr. 
Eloy Perez, and, after a good break-
fast on Sun. Jan. 6th, we will all 
drive back to San Diego.  Bob 
Fletcher is setting up rooms at the 
Hotel Coral and needs the names of 
all who want to share in this unique 
weekend.  Bob can be reached at 
619.226.6455. 
 
MILITARY AFFAIRS 
      Kudos to Bob Russell his Mili-
tary Affairs Committee who work 
year round to support our troops 
overseas.  Recently committee 
member Steve Hubbard converted 
16 pounds of London Broil to 
homemade Beef Jerky to include in 
their care packages. 
 
HOLIDAY PROGRAM 
     Please RSVP with the Rotary 
office ASAP if you plan to bring a 
guest to our December 20 Holiday 
Program.   
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Chair of the Day: 
Bruce Binkowski 



REMEMBERING DIANA 

speaker, Darlene Shiley. The Shileys are well 
known in San Diego for their philanthropic activi-
ties and support of so many institutions loved by 
many of us. With wit and humor, she spoke about 
the need for and the joys of giving. These are not 
“marketing” or “advertising” dollars, but are dollars 
from the heart. She urged us all to look for what 
touches our hearts and then support it – no matter 
what else. It was a wonderful talk by someone who 
truly puts her money where her heart is.  After the 
brief talk by Darlene, we had a live auction to finish 
up the program. Now the big guns came out! $2000 
for dinner for 10 at the home of Diane and Roy 
Bell. $800 for skybox seats at a Padres Game. A 
week at a Telluride timeshare went for $1000.  The   
dinner with Mr. San Diego, Hal  Sadler and his 
wife Mary went for $1750.  Larry  and Linda Stir-
ling along with Catherine and Phil Blair  will act as 
chefs. A week at Rancho La Puerta fetched $6500 
while a week in Stowe, VT brought in $3250.  
Some lucky Rotarian will have Ray McKewon’s 
group play for them and paid $1875 for it.  A week 
in Jackson Hole for $700 and one at Mission Bay 
for $2250 finished the vacations. Michael Brunker 
brought in a pile of money first offering the chance 
to be removed from his email list and then offering 
another chance to be included! That Mike has it 
coming and going! 
     As a member of the Committee that worked to 
set up the Scholarship Fund, thanks to all of you 
who participated and supported the program. Diana 
was a special friend and a special Rotarian and to-
day she is smiling on all of us. 
 
 

Meetings: Every Thursday at Noon, Sheraton San Diego Hotel & Marina 
Geri Ann Warnke, President  �   Chester A. Lathrop, Executive Director 

Rotary Club of San Diego  �   P.O. Box 81581, San Diego, CA 92138-1581 
Phone: 619/299-3309  Fax: 619/299-3340 �   e-mail: chet@rotary33.org  �   website: http://www.rotary33.org 

 

DECEMBER 
15  World Community Service 
 Work Day/Dick Jackson 
 
20 Holiday Program 
 Sheraton East 
 
27  DARK 
 
JANUARY 
3  Economic Forecast 
 Bill Holland/Don Folsom 
 Sheraton West 
 
10  Salute to Local Heroes 
 Westin Horton Plaza 
 
17  R.I. President 
 Wilf Wilkinson &  
 PDG Wayne Cusick 
 
DEC. 13 
COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
 

Grotarian 
Executive 3A 
 
Holiday Program 
Executive 4 
 
Membership Development 
Executive 3B 
 
Military Affairs 
Executive 1 
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Dick Murphy 
Martha Dennis 
Bob Morton 
George Alexander 
Scott Wilson 
Merle Hamilton 
Craig Andrews 
Marc Tarasuck 
Ian Campbell 
John Anewalt 
Vince Mudd 

16 
17 
17 
17 
18 
19 
19 
21 
21 
21 
22 
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Ed Chaplin 
Correct phone numbers: 
H: 858.880.3238 
Bus.: 619.565.0363 
 
Gayle Hom 
Same business, new address/phone 
New Americans Immigration Mu-
seum & Learning Center 
2825 Dewey Road, #102 
San Diego 92106 
Bus.: 619.255.5041 
 
John Lindholm 
Send all mail to home address 
 
Bob Mattis 
New address: 
2389 Via Mariposa West - 1F 
Laguna Woods, CA 92637 
H: 949.454.9110 
FX: 949.454.9109 
Cell: 858.837.2027 
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PRESIDENTIAL CITATION  
 
    Major Kudos to Capt. Jo Dee Jacob and her band of energetic elves: Nancy Scott, Bink Cook, Bob 
Arnhym, Debbie Fitzhugh, Debe Berger, Ellen Casey, Janie Davis, Jean Young, Judy Thompson, 
Karen Hutchens, Pauline Hill, Lisa Miller, Marc Tar asuck, Rich DeBolt, Sarah Lamade, and Sue 
Maddox.  This committee has worked for six solid months in bringing us a quality and sophisticated 
auction.  There were gifts for everyone and our club membership responded beautifully.  Heartfelt 
thanks and deep appreciation for all of these people who spent many, many hours organizing this event.  
Thanks also goes to Past Pres. Jim Hughes for his fun and lucrative raffle which brought in more than 
$3,000.  Early tallies show in excess of $60,000 net for the Diana Venable Scholarship Fund.  Non Ro-
tarian Alan Jaffe was in the crowd continuing to support this fund as he did with the first $10,000 he 
gave to our club back in July.  Grotarians helping behind the scenes were: Kevin Ward, David Oates, 
Keith McKenzie, Mike Murphy, Roger Haines, Mark Stuart, Budd Rubin, and Carlos Heredia.  I 
thank everyone who not only worked to make this auction the success that is was, but also the member-
ship of our club that opened their hearts as well as their pockets.  What a wonderful legacy this is for our 
deeply missed Rotarian friend Diana. 
 
     And let’s not forget that it was Nancy Scott who so many years ago created the energy and ideas of 
making this a major club fund raising vehicle.  Thanks Nancy for your passion, dedication and vision!  
 
     All of you who donated gifts for our auction are also heroes.  We would have nothing without you!   
 
          
          
        With gratitude, 
        President Geri      
 
 
 
 
 


