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“Happy Thanksgiving” 
 

     At this time of year when our 
thoughts turn inward to family and 
friends, I give thanks for the many 
blessings associated with this privi-
leged position as your President. I 
remain in awe of the sheer magni-
tude and reach that our membership 
has through this community and its 
ripple effects throughout the world. 
Our club is infused with optimism, 
dedication and hope that what we 
do daily matters....that we do not 
live in a world where we 
wear blinders to protect us from 
seeing those in despair. I thank you 
for your continued desire and per-
severance to change the things that 
we can. I send to you these Thanks-
giving greetings with gratitude, 
heartfelt thanks for your support 
and appreciation for all that you do 
individually and collectively to 
make our world kinder and full of 
joy for others.  
 

President Geri Ann Warnke 
 

***************** 
 

The Rotary office will be closed 
Nov. 21-23. 

 
 
Editor: 
Fred Baranowski 

Continued on page 2 

 ROTARY WILL 

NOT MEET 

Thursday 

Nov. 22, 2007 

�� hat a great idea! Club 33’s first 
Legacy Luncheon was out-
standing!  Celebrate the rich his-
tory of Rotary Club 33 by honoring 

the 34 living icons whom have been members of our 
club for over 40 years.  The room looked beautiful 
with gorgeous holiday flowers, boutonnieres and 
chocolates donated by Bob and Peg Eddy for our 
honorees.  Many thanks to Peg and Sandy May-
berry for setting the stage for the celebration. 
     The Club 33 Singers that included Peter Duncan, 
Ross Pyle, Suzy Spafford and Kimberley Layton  
started us off with a rousing acappella  Star Spangled 
Banner, earning a standing (not sitting!) ovation. 
     Bert Wahlen, a 36 year Rotary veteran, outdid 
himself with the news from 1957, including the fact 
that a Chevy Bel Air went for under $2,000 back 
then. 
     Ed Glazener, who joined Club 33 in 1959, waxed 
nostalgic as he recounted the reason he joined Ro-
tary.  He enjoyed the collective effort of our group 
that had an impact.  Jim Mulvaney regaled the 
crowd with stories of his speaking tours on behalf of 
the San Diego Padres, minor and major league vari-
ety.  Jim, it’s not true anymore that Club 33 is “a 
bunch of old men and their fathers”.      
     George Gildred was in his element, and he abso-
lutely beamed as he described his introduction to 
Rotary in 1963 with his brother Phil.  The pillars of 
civic, business and community leadership were in the 
club, and he didn’t think he belonged.  George, how 
wrong you were! 
     As an example of Club service, President Geri 
recounted that the lectern we still use weekly was a 

 

     Club 33 Past Presidents invite 
you to their Dec. 8th Holiday Party 
at President Geri’s home.  This 
holiday festive event will begin at 
5:30 p.m. and end at 9 p.m.  Dress 
in holiday attire and please bring 
your special guest, the more the 
merrier!  This will be an evening of 
fun, food, drinks and laughter.   
R S V P  m a n d a t o r y - v i s i t 
www.rotary33.org and click on 
“events” no later than Dec. 1st.  
 
WORLD COMMUNITY 
SERVICE WORK DAY 
 

     Again it’s work time in Tecate 
with the World Community Service 
Committee.  On Nov. 17 they will 
finish hanging drywall and get a 
good start on taping it.  A big turn-
out would be appreciated since they 
had to cancel the last visit due to 
fires and road closures.  They will 
meet at the corner of Kenwood Dr. 
and Campo Rd. at 7 a.m.  Contact 
Dick Jackson (619.823.3207) to 
get involved with this ‘hands-on’ 
project or at their next on Dec. 15. 
  
SICK BAY 
 

     Sending get-well thoughts to 
Norm Roberts who is recovering 
in Scripps Green Hospital after 
emergency surgery.  
 
ROTARY AUCTION 
     The sneak preview auction cata-
log will be available at the Nov. 29 
Rotary meeting.  A mini auction  
will also take place.  Check your 
email next week for these hot 
items. 

 ROS 



ROTARY LEGACY 

product of the Hope, Frost and Jessop family contri-
butions.  Talk about Legacy! 
     Peg Eddy read the litany of Club 33 stars with at 
least 40 years of membership in “Service above Self”, 
starting with Tommy Thompson, class of 1934, 
Shelly Brockett-1945, Norm Roberts-1948, Jim 
Haugh, Gene Trepte and Phil Klauber -1951, Art 
DeFever and John Sullivan-1952, Bruce Moore-
1955, John Starkey-1956, Hugh Carter, Charles 
Christensen, Ollie James and Jim Mulvaney-1957, 
Jerry Allen, Ed Glazener, George Harris and 
George Jessop-1959, Frank Pavel and Harold 
Starkey-1960, Bill Callaway, Bob Cleator, Sr., 
Merle Hamilton, Sam Rinaker and Art Rivkin -
1961, George Gildred, Phil Gildred and Gregg Wil-
son-1963, Ole Evenson-1965, George McKinney, 
Vince Nares, Burt Nestor and Al Sibel-1966, Dean 
Crowder-1967.  Professional therapist President Geri 
asked those who were in attendance to ‘stand if you 
can’ and they did!     
     All of this led to the crowning 28 minutes of video 
President Geri produced, honoring the accomplish-
ments of Club 33 during the tenure of the honored 
assemblage.  The video featured interviews with many 
of the Rotarian Emeriti.  Honoring the dignified elders 
of the club was perfect. The video was wonderful, 
clever and such a good historical perspective, in some 
cases hysterical! Many were touched by Pres. Geri’s 
words and sincere statements of appreciation to these 
members. She made us all realize anew the value of 
their roles within the Club. One could easily sense the 
six months of effort Pres. Geri devoted to the produc-
tion.  There were many nuggets mined from the com-
ments of the honorees: Apparently Club Secretary 
Henryetta McKernan (1938-1971) was a force to be 
reckoned with and helped select incoming Presidents; 
The El Cortez wasn’t just a place for Rotary lunches, 
but had a great bar and swimming pool hangout for 
PSA flight attendants; Past Presidents were known as 
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NOVEMBER 
29 Richard Lederer 
 Sheraton West 
 
 
DECEMBER 
6  Rotary Auction 
 Darlene Shiley 
 Sheraton East 
 
13 Holiday Bowl 
 Sheraton West 
 
15  World Community Service 
 Work Day 
 
20 Holiday Program 
 Sheraton East 
 
 
ROTARY CHORUS 
      
     The Rotary Holiday Program 
Chorus will have its first re-
hearsal on Monday, Nov. 19, 
from 5:30 to 7:00 p.m. at the 
Sheraton East.  Subsequent re-
hearsals will be on the follow-
ing Monday evenings with the 
program on Dec. 20.  All Ro-
tarians, spouses/significant oth-
ers and family members are 
invited. You do not need to 
read music, just have a desire 
to have fun. 
 
 
 

 ROS 

     Many seniors were displaced during 
the fires, and many more low-income 
seniors need our help. 
     We are encouraging all Rotarians to 
bring new blankets and new warm 
clothes--such as: sweaters, jackets, 
gloves, stocking caps, and socks. 
     A quick shopping trip to Wal-Mart 
might just make some senior’s life and 
health better this winter season. 
     Please deliver these items to the lobby 
before the meeting on Thursday, Nov. 
29th. 

 ROS 

the Ancient Order of Has Beens; 
The Rotator used to grade the 
weekly programs, from a stinky 
skunk to a whale of a meeting; 
President Geri, it was a whale of a 
meeting!  The video was dedicated 
to our Club 33 members that joined 
between 1934 and 1967.  We, of 
course, were honoring ALL  of our 
Rotarian Emeriti and many were in 
attendance.  Cindy Olmstead re-
minded us that she and her father 
were the first father-daughter Rotari-
ans (Lee Pratt, now deceased, was a 
member since 1955). 
     Following is a copy of Pres. 
Geri’s remarks that prefaced the  
video. For those of you who missed 
the meeting and even those of you 
who enjoyed the video and want to 
view it again, you may purchase it 
for $20 by contacting Pauline at the 
Rotary office (619.299.3309 x301).  
YOU DON’T WANT TO MISS 
THIS! 

LEGACY continued...  

Darrell Hunsaker 
Doug Paul 
Paul Hartley, Jr. 
William Hendrix 
Joanne Pastula 

25 
25 
26 
28 
30 

 ROS 



PRESIDENT GERI’S LEGACY REMARKS 
 

     In 1934 when Tommy Thompson came into Club 33 he was a young man who was an entertainer, MC and a speaker. It 
was the time of economic depression. There were 200 members. The Roster was eliminated as too expensive and would not 
surface again until 1938. Rotary had been banned by Hitler. Young Student Rotarians like Ivor de Kirby, Homer Peabody, 
Fielder Lutes, Shelly Brockett and Gene Rumsey. Sr. were invited to participate in meetings. Budgets were tight and the $1 
charge for the Rotary Day was deemed excessive despite the banquet food, dancing and floor show. Gil Whitney who owned 
a large department store watched it burn to the ground in a spectacular fire right before he took over as President of Club 33. 
In 1938 Henryetta McKernan was officially hired to serve as the club’s Executive Secretary though she actually had been 
working for the club informally since 1933. The meetings were held in the San Diego Hotel until moving to the El Cortez in 
1959. Shelly Brockett became a full fledged member in 1945 when lunches were $1.25. Everyone complained about the food 
then as now. Gas and rubber rationing often dictated whether or not clubs would do activities. In 1948 Norm Roberts came 
on the scene as a young veterinarian. Norm Foster joined as well and they were known as the ‘Young Turks”. In the 50’s 
Shelly and Fielder were having musical club 33 meetings.. a revival of music all but forgotten during the lean years. Women 
were firmly and heartily rejected for membership by RI at the annual convention in the early 50’s.  I was being born. Jim 
Haugh, Phil Klauber and Gene Trepte were soon introduced as were Art DeFever and John Sullivan. It was noted that 
Jim Haugh was the smart Phi Beta Kappa from Stanford and he never let any one forget it. In the mid 50’s there were 15 fa-
ther-son combos including the Brocketts, Fryes, Haughs, Fletchers, Thompsons, Treptes and Klaubers among them. Lunch 
was now $1.75 including tax and tip. 
 
     In 1954 Henryetta was given an exquisite bracelet by 22 PP’s (also referred to as the Ancient Order of Has Beens) for her 
22 years of service to the club. She was a legend by this time. In 1957 Gordy Frost fined her $10 for tardiness in publishing 
the Rotator and the membership sprung to her defense. Programs were rated as whales (as in a whale of a good time) and 
skunks. From slightly foul to full blown stinky. Each week any speaker could see the write up to see how they had fared. 
Ouch. 
 
     By the mid 50’s Bruce Moore, Jim Mulvaney, Hugh Carter and Ollie James were admitted and the membership was 
then complaining about the public address system. We were now the world’s 39th largest Rotary club out of 10,000 world-
wide clubs. The late 50’s found Ed Glazener, George Carter Jessop and George Harris in our club just as the club was 
moving to the El Cortez Hotel and its Caribbean Room for meetings...all 360 members. Dues were raised to $62/year. There 
was concern that we needed to find a good, solid permanent home for our club…we are still facing this same issue. Shelly 
took over as President at this time and a one-way bus service was arranged for members that could not get up the hill on foot 
to the El Cortez…They referred to it as “cardiac hill”. You had to be able to walk down it after a meeting. Art DeFever was 
revered for winning the big tennis game against the Kiwanians. Jim Haugh was the first to preside in Nov. 1964 at the new 
lectern designed by Frank Hope, wood donated by the Frosts and the name plates by the Jessops. It is the same one still in 
use today. And speaking of Jim Haugh, “Family Week” became a large part of his year as Pres...Pamphlets asking “Your 
Family: How Well Are You Doing?” was distributed in an effort to slow down the unsettling divorce rate...which was 1 out 
of 2, much like today. Frank Pavel and Skip Starkey showed up on the scene in 1960 and Homer Peabody was the 1st 
President to seat new members at the head table the day they were introduced…to ‘give them one moment of glory’. Vince 
Nare’s was wowing the audience with his “Music and Rhythm from Mexico program. Art Rivkin, Bill Callaway and Bob 
Cleator, Sr. joined the party in 1961 just as dues were skyrocketing to $80. George Carter Jessop was the 1st ever Pres-Elect 
and the last VP Club 33 ever had. 
 
     In the mid 60’s George Gildred and his cousin Phil were accepted into the club and Ole Evenson was right behind them. 
In 1969, Henryetta was given a special Christmas tree decorated all over with shiny new green bills as an expression of ap-
preciation for her years of service. Wow...there should be a separate book on this woman who apparently ran this club with 
firm hands. Only when George Gildred became President –Elect in 1971 did she announce her retirement writing a letter of 
resignation stating that she loved most…but not all the club members. Hmm. 
 
     Under George Gildred’s leadership the Club Service Fund had 100% giving by all the members of Club 33 and the com-
mittees were in full swing doing what they had always done...work hard for the community. George established a tradition 
that still lives on today...Bert Wahlen giving the news as he has for the last 35 years. Gene Trepte stressed tradition in his 
presidential year and I was struck by comments made during his term honoring the oldest members of the club…the impor-
tance of looking back at how things were in the old days…and now we are doing the same 30 years later. 
 

Tremendous thanks to,  in admiration of, and appreciation for the spectacular work to videographer Joe Camporesi for 
his professional direction in filming, editing, and producing this sentimental journey with me. 


